
02/11/2009 14:42 FAX 808 5372288 AARP HA~VAII STATE OFFICE 4]UUZ

I I~
-Li CD CD / U

To: HonoluluCityCouncil TransportationCommittee
GaryOkino, CommitteeChair
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From: Ron Lockwood,AARP Volunteer ci
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Re: Bill 10 (2008),CD2
2/12/09at9 am.
CommitteeMeetingRoom CD

ChairOkino, Committeemembers:My nameis Ron Lockwood,I’m anAARP volunteer
testifyingonbehalfofAARP Hawaii StateDirector,BarbaraStanton.AARP is amembership
organizationofpeople50 andolderwithmorethan 158,000membersin Hawaii. We are
committedto engagingourmembersonimportantcommunityissueslike transit-oriented
development,thatwould increaseourmembers’mobility optionsandability to live athomein
thecommunityfor aslongaspossible.

AARP is concernedthatBill 10, CD2maybe dispensingwith theneighborhoodplanning
process.The2010deadlinedoesnot takeinto accountthatmoststationswill notbebuilt for
someyears. Webelievethat thecommunitywouldbebestsewedby arolling timelinethatis
connectedto thebuild out. Thiswould ensuretime to properlyinvolvecommunitiesin the
planningprocess.

Thecity did an excellentjob ofengagingcommunitymembersin Kapoleiin theplanning
process.Weunderstandthatthebudgetmaynotallow fortheengagementofoutsideconsulting
firms to workwith thecommunityaroundplanningfor eachstationareaHowever,webelieve
thattherestofthe island’scommunitiesdeservethesameattentionandlevel of detail. The
currenttimeline,aswritten in thebill, precludesthis.

While weapplaudthecity’s attemptsto expeditetheTOD process,it shouldnotbedoneatthe
expenseoftheverycommunityinvolvementthatwill directlyimpactthesuccessoftheproject.
AARP finds thatwhereTODshavesucceededacrossthecounty,akeycomponentoftheir
successwasearlyandfrequentinvolvementof all stakeholdersto identify andaddressspecific
needsandconcerns.WhereTODshavefailed, time andagain,it canbelinked to insufficient
communityinvolvementand“buy in” to theprocess.

AARP is committedto workingwith you to engagethepublic on this issuebut werecommend
thattherebearolling timelineattachedto estimatedrail constructiondates,to allow the
communityto be filly involved.

Thankyou for allowingmeto testify. -

MISC. COM. 453


